The account of the system of sanctions provided for in Polish criminal law against criminal offenses must be preceded by the following caveats and explanations : Firstthis will of necessity be an abbreviated account, presenting but an outline of the system of sanctions, without an in-depth analysis. More particularly, a discussion of the problems underlying the sentencing policy has been omitted, as well as of those relating to the numerous legal institutions * Translated by Ania van der Meer Krok-Paszkowska.. 
Penalties
The criminal code differentiates between basic penalties and supplementary penalties, each list including several penalties. In principle, the basic penalty is the one which should always be applied to offenses, even though in certain cases, the provisions allow for the possibility to waive the imposition of this penalty. A supplementary penalty is applied together with the basic penalty, but in exceptional cases, the court may waive the imposition of a basic penalty and the supplementary penalty alone is applied.
